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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-03 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 RSC-01 CIAE-00 
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R 070444Z JAN 75 
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INFO AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMCONSUL CHIANG MAI 
AMCONSUL UDORN 
CINCPAC HONOLULU 
DIA WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 0226 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, PINR, TH 

SUBJECT: SOUTH THAILAND ELECTION REVIEW 

REF: SONGKHLA A-2 

SONGKHLA HAS SUBMITTED THE REFERENCED AIRGRAM ON ELECTORAL 
PROSPECTS IN THE SOUTHERN PROVINCES TO WHICH WE WOULD LIKE TO 
DRAW YOUR ATTENTION. THE SOUTH WILL HAVE 33 SEATS IN THE NEW 
269 SEAT PARLIAMENT. SONGKHLA ESTIMATES THAT CLOSE TO HALF 
WILL GO TO THE DEMOCRAT PARTY. THE REMAKES OF THE UNITED 
THAI PEOPLE S PARTY, PARTICULARLY THE SOCIAL JUSTICE PARTY, 

WILL PREVENT A FULL SWEEP. SONGKHLA'S AIRGRAM GOES OVER 
THE ELECTION PROVINCE BY PROVINCE, MAKING BIOGRAPHIC COM- 
MENTS ALONG THE WAY. SONGKHLA DESCRIBES CAMPAIGN TACTICS, 
AND CONFIRMS THE ADAGE THAT PERSONALITY IS MORE IMPORTANT 
THAN PARTY. SONGKHLA ARGUES THAT SINO-THAI HAVE A LONG 
HISTORY OF SUCCESSFUL POLITICAL PARTICIPATION IN THE 
SOUTH. A NUMBER OF FORMER PARLIAMENTARIANS ARE SINO- 
THAI, SO THE NEW NATIONALITY LAW IS NOT THE BOON IN THE 
SOUTH IT MAY BE IN OTHER AREAS OF THE COUNTRY. 
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